
cean Literacy Essential Principle 2



Coral skeleton set (can be purchased from Carolina Bio-
logical Supply)
Five pictures of coral islands or atolls from around the 
world (e.g., Tuamotu Islands, Caroline Islands, Maldives, 
Laccadive Islands, Chagos Archipelago); images can be 
found online or in old calendars such as the National 
Geographic Islands calendar 
Schematic for the initial setup of the coral island activity 
(for the teacher; see Figure 1)
Three Coral Island Formation worksheets for each stu-
dent (see Figures 2–4)
Overhead on coral island formation (see Figure 5)
One can of white shaving cream, labeled “coral reef 
mix,” for each group
One empty soda can for each group
One 7.6  12.7 cm (3  5 in.) index card per group; 
fold each card into the shape of a cone and tape to top 
of can
One tub of water for each group (water level should be 
2.5–5.0 cm from the top, so the water will not overflow 
when the can displaces water)
One blue paper plate for each group with a hole cut from 
the center (the hole should be the exact diameter of the 
soda can, so the can barely fits through), and labeled 
“ocean” in large letters with a permanent marker
60 marbles for each group
Paper towels (for cleaning up spilled water)








